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March , 2011 

Special points of interest: 

 General Meeting Wednesday, March 16, 2011, Saratoga Casino & Raceway 6:30 p.m. 

 Next Board Meeting is Tuesday, April 5, 2011, SCAC, 8:30 a.m. 

 Next General Meeting is Wednesday, April 20, 2011,  6:30 p.m. TBA   
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DBA Annual Meeting at Saratoga Casino & Raceway 

The DBA Annual Meeting is being held at Fortunes 
Restaurant in the Saratoga Casino & Raceway   
 
Elections will be held at this meeting for the officers 
and a slate of board members. Ballots are handed 
out at the sign-in table, and no nominations are 
taken from the floor. 
 
Officers up for election: 
President:   Jeff Clark, Ameriprise Financial 

Vice President: Tim Holmes, Wheatfields  

Treasurer: Rich Richbart, Spa.Net  

Secretary:  Mike Sposili, Skidmore College  

 
Board members up for another two year term: 
Jasper Alexander, Hattie’s 

Joel Reed, Saratoga Arts  
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Inside this issue: 

Spring is on the way!  We’re all looking forward to 
(hopefully) a better year at the races.  Speaking of 
that, our March meeting at Fortunes Restaurant in 
the Racino (6:30 pm March 16th) will feature a talk 
from Charlie Haywood, President of NYRA.  
 
We’re delighted that he’s going to give us his views 
on the Summer track season, followed by a short  
Q & A. This presentation is for DBA members and is 
not intended to be a “media event”.  

General Meeting 

Wednesday, March 16, 2010 

6:30 p.m. 

Fortunes Restaurant 

Saratoga Casino & 

Raceway 

Special Guest Speaker: 

Charlie Haywood 

President of NYRA 

Reach us at 587-8635 

Presidents Message 

In keeping with your DBA Board’s desire for advocacy for our members, we try to have 
me or another Board member at City Council meetings. Recently, I met with Mayor 
Johnson. Among other things, I wanted his take on paid parking. I was reassured that 
he does not want paid parking used to catch up general revenue, but, if used, to fund 
additional parking spaces. Linda Ambrosino mentioned to me that Mt Kisco, a 
prosperous town in Westchester, had to place red masks over their parking meters 
from Thanksgiving through Christmas to get people downtown. She mentioned that in 
her travels, cities that had paid parking garages rather than paid spots on their Main 
Street seemed to better survive, especially in downturns. 
 
As always, please call me or other Board members with suggestions or ideas. 
 
Jeff Clark 



Gift Card Updates 
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The Issue of Paid Parking 

W 
e would like to thank Mayor Johnson, Commissioner Ivins, 
Commissioner Wirth, Commissioner Franck and Commissioner 
Scirrocco for listening to our concerns regarding the paid parking issue 
and taking it off the table as a city revenue source. 

 
We appreciate that the city is in  a budgetary crisis, and we are trying to do our part 
to bring in as much sales tax as we can through marketing and promotion of our 
beautiful downtown. 

DBA Participation in SaratogaArtsFest 

S 
pecial thanks to all the DBA businesses that are participating in offering 10% off 
and other great benefits to SaratogaArtsFest attendees wearing the ARTSPASS 
the weekend of SaratogaArtsFest, June 9-12, 2011.   
 

A free listing in the Festival Book & Event Guide is always a good thing, and it shows 
that downtown Saratoga Springs is all for the arts and a fun festival! 

D 
oes your business currently accept the NEW DBA Gift card?  
 
If you are a new member or wish to be added to the program, please call 
Susan Farnsworth at 587-8635 and we will be happy to get you added to 

the program.   
 
With over a hundred thousand dollars in gift cards sold since the start of the program 
in December  you will want to make sure you are part of this amazing member 
benefit.   
 
Please remember that all members should still accept the old paper gift certificates 
which we stopped selling at the end of 2010.   
 
The DBA would like to thank Matt D’Abate and the Adirondack Trust Company for all 
of their help and support in making the program such a success! 

 



 

March 9-10…………………...…………….….. Interstate Renewable Energy Council City Center 

March 11…………...……………………...….The Business Review Power Breakfast, City Center 

March 15……...…………...John Deere Landscaping Annual Training Event & Expo, City Center 

March 16…………………………..…….DBA Annual Meeting, Saratoga Casino & Raceway 

March 16-17…….... NYS Athletic Administrators Assoc. Annual Conference & Expo, City Center 

March 19-20……….…….…………………...….….……………NEACA Arms Fair, City Center 

March 23 ………………...Saratoga Convention & Tourism Bureau Annual Meeting, City Center  

March 23-24…………..………….…….Empire State College All College Conference, City Center 
March 26-27…….…..NE Woodworkers Assoc. 19th Annual Woodworkers Showcase, City Center 

March 28-29……………..…………………...Curtis Lumber Co. Contractor’s Expo, City Center  

March 30………………...NYS Art Teachers Association Olympics of the Visual Arts, City Center 

Important Dates 

Help keep our 

downtown Saratoga 

Springs strong and 

vibrant! Join the 

Downtown Business 

Association today. 
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Membership Renewal & New Members 

D 
BA membership renewal bills were mailed out January 15, 2011. If 
you paid your 2011-2012 dues before February 15, you received a 
discount, but that deadline has passed. 
 

 
If your neighbor is not a member and you would like to help them become a 
member, direct them to our web site, www.saratogadowntown.com, and tell them 
to click on “Join the DBA.”  Or call Susan Farnsworth at 587-8635 to get a new 
member packet.   
 
Thank you for being a part of the Downtown Business Association! 

 Web site and social media 

 DBA Gift Cards 

 Member to member discount cards for 
employees 

 Victorian Streetwalk 

 Fall Festival 

 Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 

 Skidmore Celebration 

 Santa Cottage 

 DBA Map & Directory 

 Monthly Newsletter, list of upcoming 
events 

 Monthly Meetings & Networking oppor-
tunities 

 There is strength in numbers! Help 
keep our downtown Saratoga Springs 
strong and vibrant. 

DBA Membership Benefits 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Fellow DBA Members, 

 

I am writing in hopes of getting your support.  I'm part of a committee of local women organizing the First-ever Saratoga 

Women's Fest: a month-long event (March 8th - 27th, 2011) that coincides with Women's History Month.  As a woman, 

I'm excited about the idea of a women's festival.  As a local business owner, I am also thrilled about the prospect of boost-

ing foot traffic downtown during the month of March. 

 

We're hoping downtown businesses will take part in this event.  There are several different ways businesses can partici-

pate: 

 

Offer a 10% discount to women's fest attendees during the span of the festival (March 8 -  March 27, 2011).  Your dis-

count information and business name will get posted on the women's fest website and promoted at our opening ceremony 

event on March 8th.  We will encourage women to patronize Women's Fest business supporters.  If you're willing to offer 

a 10% discount, just email me back and I"ll add you to our list. 

 

We will hold a silent auction at our closing event (Noon till 5pm - on Sunday, March 27th). If you are able to make a do-

nation (gift card, item, or service), we'd be happy to display your business cards or other promotional material with your 

item.  Again, this could be a great way to get the word out about your business.  If you can contribute to the silent auction, 

just let me know and I'll arrange a pick-up date. 

 

Become an event sponsor.  We have several affordable levels of support. If you are interested in sponsorship, let me know 

and I'll have someone contact you.  You can also go saratogawomensfest/sponsor for more information. 

 

Admittedly, this is all coming with short notice.  However, we plan to continue Women's Fest in the years ahead.  Our 

vision is to have Saratoga Women's Fest become a beloved annual event, much like First Night, Hats Off, and Dance 

Flurry.   

So, we hope you will take the opportunity to support us this year and participate in as many ways as you can. 

 

Already, we are expecting 250-300 women at the opening ceremonies at Universal Preservation Hall this March and be-

lieve up to 500 women will take part in the various workshops and events around town.   

 

I have Women's Fest info sheets and a business participation form if you want them.  In the coming weeks, I will also try 

to get around town and speak to business owners personally.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lauren Wickizer 

Ravenous 

21 Phila Street, Saratoga Springs NY 

www.ravenouscrepes.com 

Winter Hours: Wed thru Sunday 

(518) 581-0560 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ravenouscrepes.com/

